( 751 ) Numb.130.

PHILOSOPHICAL

TRANSACTIONS.

December 14. 1676.

The CONTENTS. |
More Obfervations of Monfieur Taverniers Voyages, promifed in
the foregoing Trai¥. Some Obfervations concerning the Lake

of Mexico. An Account of a flrange and very noxious [ort of "

Rey, growing fimetimes incertain parts of France. 4 Letter
written by Dr.Lucas Hodgfon, containing fome Obfervations
of his about & Subterraneal fre in a Coal-mine near Newcaftle.
An Account of [ome Books : 1. Roberti Boyle, Nobiliffims An-
gli & Soc. Regie digniffimi Secii, OPERA VARILA;
Geneva, [1.4n dccount of feveral Travels through a great pars
of GERMANY in four Fourneys,érc. By Edw.Brown, M.
D.¢e. 111, Cafpari Bartholini, Diaphragmatis fruBura nova,
una cum Methodo praparandi Vifeera,crc. 1V.Longitude found,
by Henry BondSenior.V ,The Royal Almanack,by N.Stevenfon.

More Obfervations of Monfieur Taverniers Voyages 5 promifed
in the next foregoing Traif.
He Second Voume of thefe Voyages treats of Eqff-Indsa,
and the neighbouring Iflands,in three Books : The firft is
of the Roads from Ipahan to 4gra, and from dpra to Debhls,
aud Gehanabat,where the Court of the Great Mogol is at pre-
fent 5 asalfoto the Courtof the King of Goleonda, and to that
of the Kingof V4fapour, and to divers other places of Indéa.The
fecond is an Hiftorical and Political defcription of the Empire
of the Great Mogol. The third,a narrative of the Religion of the
Mahumetans in thofe parts, and of that of the Indian Idolaters ;
together withan Account of the Authors voyage by Sea from
Suratte to Batavia in Java major,and from thence into Holland 5
interfper{ing many particulars ef divers kingdoms of the Eaft,
Among the many Obfervables, contain’d in this Tome , we
take notice 5 1. That the Author defcribes the Figures of the
Go!den, Silver and Copper-coins of the feveral Countries of
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Hia, as alfo of the Shells and other fubftances which there pafs
or monye.

2. Thatin theroad from Swratte to Agra, by the way of
Jrampour and Serorge , there isaVillage, called Navapoura,
vhere the Rice, whichis lefs than other rice, acquires the fcent
f Musk by boyling.

3. That there are to be met with,admirable Juglers and Moun-
ebanks in the road from Suratte to Agra by the way of 4ma-
lawat 3 by fome of whom the Author affirms he faw done what
ollows: They kindled a great fire,and in it heated fome Iron-
‘hainsred-hot, which they laid about their bodies, without re-
:eiving any apparent hurt thereby. They took alfo a little
siece of wood,and having fix't it in the Earth, they demanded
»f the Spe&ators, what kind of fruie they would have grow
ipon it : It being anfwered, Mangos 5 one of the Juglers crew
-over’d himfelf with a Linnen cloth, and ftoop’d downtothe
rround five or {ix times. At which time cneof the Spe&ators
1aving placed himfelf fo that he could obferve what that Jugler
Jid, faw,that witha Razor he cut his flefh under his arm-pits,
nd with the blood thence iffuing 4 rubbed the faid piece of
vood. Whereupon every time that he raifed himfeif from
tooping, the planted ftick of wood was vifibly grown ; and
t his third rifing,branches came forth withbuds; at the fourth,
he Tree was cover'd with leaves;and at the fifth,blofloms were
eenupon ir. But thena Minifter of the Englifh Prefident being
ne of the Byftanders, when he faw, that out of a piece of dry
vood thofe Juglers did in lefs than half an hour make grow up
“Treeof four or five foot high, with leavesand blofToms, was
»y his zeal carried to ftop the progrefs,and openly to declare,
hat he would never give the H.Communion to any one of thofe
hat fhould ftay any longer there to fee more of fuch (by him
eputed Magical)things. Which fpoiled the Juglers proceedings,
nd made the faid Prefident difmifs both the Company, and the
uglers together.,

4-That in Amadavas, the wife of a rich Banian-beingbarren,
nd yet extreamly defirous of children , wastold by a dome-

ick,that if fhe would eat of a cerrain kind of living creature,
1e wou'd afiuredly be with child ; and that that creature was
othing but a certain litele Fith , of which fhe fhould eat but
wee or four. Now, the rel:gionof the Bantans not permitting
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them to eat any thing that hath had life ; this woman ferupled
to comply with the advice given her. But the Advifer having
told her, that he would fo difguife the thing, that notody
fhould know it to be fifh,{he at laft refolved to eat of it : Which:
done, the night following fhe had the company of her husband;
and not long after perceived her felf to be with child ; chough
fhe was not fo happy as to enjoy the life of her husband tilj {he
was deliver’d. He therefore being dead, before fhe was broug!ic
to bed,theRelations of her husbandypretendingito hiseftate and
goods, the widdow oppofed them, alledging that fhe was with
child by him, and defiring they would have patience tili fh-
weredeliver’d. They,being furprized hereat, told her,fhe jefted
with them as havingbeen married to her husband 15 or 16 years
without ever having been with child. The widdow being con-
tinually importun’d by them, addrefy’d her fe.f to the Gover-
nour of the Country, acquainting him with the whole flory :
whoorder’d thereupon,that thofe Relations thould ftay ¢ill fhe
was brought to bed. She being well deliver’d not long after,
the kinfinen of the defun&, people of credit, would maintain
that the child was not legitimate. The Governour,endeavouring
to know the truth hereof, confulted with fome Phyficians, who
defired, that the child might be brought into a bath, and that,if
the remedy,by her ufed,were true,the {weat of the child would
fmell of fith. Which being done, the matter fell out according
to what the Phyficians bad predifted: Whereupon the Eftate
was by the Governour adjudged to thechild. Butthe Relations
not being fatisfied therewith , appealed to the Grand Mogol
himfelf at dgra. Which made that Prince to command a Letter
to be written to the Governour , enjoyning him that he fhould
fend to him the Mother and the Child, tamake the aforementi-
on’d Experiment in his prefence. Which having beendone, with
the like fuccefs as before,the Relations of the deceafed husband
were obliged todefift, and the Mother and Child remained in
the quiet pofleflionof the Eftate,

s. In Elepbantorum familia, femellas jacere [upinas in coitu; ¢
libidinis eftro percitas , coacervare omnis generis folia &herbas ex
quibus cubile quoddam fibi firuant walde commodam , uni cum pul-
vinari quodam berbaceo, 4 wel s pedes reliqua leiti parte altiors.

6. That the Author affirms to have givenus an exa& Lift of
zll the Merchantable Commodities,furnifh’d by the Empire of
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the G. Mogol, and the two kingdoms of Goleonda and Vifapour,
and other neighbouring States ; and of all what Natureand Art
afford there: wiz. Silks ; various Cloths 4 white and painted ;
Gottons,fpun and unfpun ; Indige, Saltpetery Spices (Cardamums,
Ginger and Pepper,) Diamonds, Rubies, Pearls \Bezoar, Musk,
Sugar ; befides fome Drugs’, that indeed are found at Swratte,
but are brought thither for fale from other Countries, as Saf
Armoniack,Borax, Gum-lac, Saffron, Camin, Mirrhe, Fraxzkin-
cenfe, Opinm, Lignum Alcés, Licorifb, Caffia, Coffe. Toail which
he hath annexed an account of the Cheats ufed in divers of thefe
commodities, efpecially in the Stlks,Cloths,Cottons Indigo.

7. That the penetrancy of the powder of Indigs is fuch, that
whilft they are fearfing it, or fee it fearfed, theyare obliged e
very half hour to drink a draught of Milk to wafh it down
and that, all this notwithftanding,they yet often find,that have-
ing been for nine or ten days together bufie about this work,
whatever they {pit for fome while, is blewifh.And that the Au-
thor hath often obferv’d,that having in the morning put an Egg
near thefe Searfers, it hath been found in the eveningall blew
within.

8. That *tis certain, that the Nurmeg-trec is not planted, but
the fruitof it fown by birds}, faid to fwallow the Nuimegs
whole , and voiding them whole without digeftion, coverd
witha vifcous matter ; whereupon they take root and grow up
toa Tree, Again,that the Birds of paradife eating this fruit, are
intoxicated therewith, and fall downdead upon the place 5
whereupon Emmets come and eat off their legs,and other parts,

9. That Sugar being kept thirty years, becomes poyfon,and
that there is hardly any thing more dangerous than that, when
caten of that age.

1o. That the Author affirms to be the firft of Furopeans that
bathbeenin the ;Diamond-mines ; of which he fai:h thereare
four known and noted ones 5 two of them being Rivers, out of
which thofe precious Stones are gotten,at one of which he faith
he hath been, as well as in the other two thatare in Rocky
Mounrains : Of which two the one is at Raolconda in the domi-
nions of the king of Vifapour 5 the otherat Ganior €olonre inthe
kingdom of Goleonda. The thirdis in the River, at Sommelpour
or Goenel ; in the fand of which River, when ’tis {hallow, Dia-
monds are fourid, The fourth isinthe Ifland of Borameo in the

River
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River Swecadonywhere,it feems,the Author hath not been : Whe»
obferves,that round about the place where Diamonds are found,

the ground is fandy and rocky, much like that of Fontainbleas

in France: And thatin thofe Rocksare many veins, fometimes

ha'fan inch broad,fometimes an inch;the Mine-men having little

Iron-hooks, with which they fetchoutthe Diamantin-oar :

Which veins,be faith,do not alwaies run {treight, bue are fomes

times afcending,fometimes defcending. The Oar they wath two

or three times, and in it feek the treafure. Asto the flaws, often

found in Diamonds, be faizh,that they proceed from hence, that

the Mine-men do often ftrike fuch forcible ftrokes with a great

Lron-crow,that that ftuns the Diamond and fo flaws it. To know

the value of Diamonds,if they be good every way, our Author

gives this Rule: That if a good Diawond weigh one carat, ’cis

worth 150 French livres.; and thento know,how much a good
ftone(e g )of 12 carats is worth,you are tomuitiply 12 in it felf,

which makes 144 5 which produt is to be multiplied by 150

(the price of one of afingle carar,) which will make 21600

fuch livres, the priceof a Diamond of 12 carats. But if the
Diamond be not perfedt,then you are to allow but 8o livres for
acarat 3 and if fucha kind of Diamond fhould weigh 15 carats,
then wu'tiply 15 in it.felf, is 224, and this into 8o, makes
20000 ltvres, the value of that Diamond. According to which
rule, the Diawmond of the G. Mogo! (weighing 279/, carats, being
perfedt,and having been handled by our Author) will amount

to 11723278 French livres. If it weighed but juflt 279.carats,

it would be worthonly 11676150 Jivres ; theodd 2 coming to

47128 livresin fucha Stone,as the Author computes it.

1 1. That Rubies, Topazes,Saphirs,Hyacinths and Amethifts,
are found in the kingdom of Pegsu, in Mount Capellan ; and alfo
that fome of them are found inaRiver inthe Ifland of Ceylon.
Concerning the rate of Rubies in particular, be faith, that when
any of them exceeds 6 ratu (a razis being ; of acarat) and is
perfe&, they fell them at what price they pleafe,

12, That Turkoifes are no where found but in Perfia, where
he faith there are two Mines of them,the.one called the O/d rock,
near Nichabourg, three days journey from Meched ; the other,
the New rock, five days journey from the former ; and that thofe
of the latter Mine, being of a faint and whitifh blew, are but
little efteem’d.

13.0f
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13. Of Pearls hehath this remarkable obfervation, viz,that
he had one Pearl-oyfter in his hand , that had #ex pearlsin it,
though of different bignefles they beirg, in hisopinion, bred
in Oyllersyas Egps are inthe belly of Fow!l. Further, he takes
notice of a Pear! in the Cabinct of the King of Perfia, which
coft him 32000 Timans, or 1 40coco French livres 5 the great-
eft that is known ; as alfo of two Pearls,thap’d like a Pear,one
of 7o,the other of 56 ratis : and efpecially ofa Pearl belonging
to a Prince of Arabia, which, he faith, goes in beaury beyond all
the Pearls in the world ; it being perfe&ly rouad, and tranfpa-
rent, weighing 14 carats,

14. That Musk, when s fir(t drawn outof a certainbagof
the Musk-deer,'tis like Blood coagulated: That moft of it comes
out of the kingdom of Boutan, between §6and 60 degr, Nor-
thern Latitude 3 but that Cochin-Chinaalfo and Tunquin do fur-
nith fome quantity. Concerning the faid Kingdom of Beutan
(which is tributary to the G, Mogol) he notes, that people tra-
vel into it from Patna in Bengala, taking their march North-
ward, even tothe 6ozh. degree, fetching from thence not on!
excellent Musk,but choice Rhabarb, and an ufeful Seed, call’d
Worm-feed. Of the People of this Kingdom he relates,that they
have had the ufe of Muskets,Canon and Powder for feveral ages;
they giving out,that they now have pieces of Canon, on which
are found Cyphers or Letters demonftrating them to be above
soo yearsold. This is that very Kingdom (faith onr Author)
through which the Ambafladors of Mufeovy pafled A. 1659 into
GChina, they taking their road all along the Great Tartary on the
North of Boutan : Which Ambafladors, if they had complied
with the cuftomes and ceremonies of China, we might probably
have at this day a beaten road by land from Mufeovy to China,
by the North of Tartaria Magna, and muck more knowledge of
the Kingdom of Boxtan, whichis neighbouring thereto 5 and of
more other Countries, of which we hardly know thenames: A
thing,that might have proved a greatadvantage to ail Europe.

rs. That Bezoar is found among the excrement thatis in the
paunch of certain Goats,that feed on a plant,the name of which
the Author faith he hath forgot. This plant is faid to thruft out
certainbuttons, about which and the extremities of the bran-
ches,eaten by thefe Goats, the Bezoar is form’d in their belly.
“Tisadded, that the Bezoar takes its form according to that of

the
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the buttons and the ends of the branches 5 whence come fo ma-
ny different figures, Tis further noted,that the Country-people
by feeling thebelly of the Animal that breeds the Bezoar,
know what quantity it hath, and fell itaccordingly. They flide
both hands under the belly ; and beat the paunch longwaies on
both fides, whereby all the ftones are faid to fall into the mid-
dle of the paunch, whereby they are enabled to count their
number. 'Tis further obferv’d,that the Bezoar isvery liable to
be counterfeited,evenby giving to the faife ones as many coats
as the true onesare wont to have. But to difcern the cheat,you
maft esther weigh it,and then lay it for fome time in luke- warm
water ; and,if the water changes not its colouryand the Bezoar
lofes nothing of its weight, ‘tisnot counterfeit: Or, you muft
touch it with ‘a pointed [ron heated red-hot ; and if the Iron
enters.ard makes it brown like fried weat, *tis not natural. Con-
~ cerning the value of Pezoar, our Authoraffirms that it rifeth
as that of Diawmouds doth: For, if five or (ix Bezoars together
weigh one ounce, they are fold for 15 to 18 Irench livres 3 but
if one Bezoar weighs one ounce, thatoance is worth roo fuch
livres.He faith,that he hath {old ore of 4 ounces, for 2000 Fr.
livres. The Goa: that breeds thefe Stones,is, by his defcription,
a very fineand tall creature,having bair as fine as filk,

16.That thereis alfo a for: of Bezoar), yielded by Gows of
that Country but not much efteemed. Another fort there is,bred
by 4pes, in Maca[far, fo (trong,that two grains do as muchas
fix of thatof the Goats, This, hefaith, is alwaiesround, much
rarer and therefore much dearer than the other.

17. That there is another Stone, highly efteem’d, called the
Porcupin flone,which is in the head of this Animal, though fome-
times alfo in its belly;faid to be more foveraign againft poyion
than any Bezoar, Having been infus’d a quarter of an hour in
water, ‘tis here affirm’d tobe as bitter as any thing in the world,

18, That the Serpentio-fline, is a'fo held very excellent for
drawing out poyfon.

NB. It was omitted above, in #.9. that the figure of that
big Diamond of the G, Mogo/is that of half a Hens-egg ; as alfo,
that the biggeft Diamond of the G. Duke of Tufeany isof 139,
carats, tending fomewhar to a Citron colour, At Goleonda cur
Author faith to have feen one of 2423 carats, for which they
askcd 750000 Erench livres,or 500000 Roupies. Headds,that

himfelf
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himfelf bought one of 157* carats, rude ; and that,when cut, it
retain’d 943 carars: And,that he bought another of 63 carats &c.
An Extract of fome Obfervations , to be met with in the Journal
des Scavans ; concerning the Lake of Mexico 5 and 4 flrange
fort of Rey, growing fumsetimes in certain parts of France.

1, He Lake of Mexico hath this of extraordinary and
perhaps peculiar, that part of its water 1s-Sweet,and
the other part Salt; which make it believed to be derived from
two fources, whereof the one holds fweet water, the other
comes from fome mineral and falin Earth, found in the hills,
through which this water paffeth, and is impregnated with the
fale which is diffolved inits courfe s Or,if it hath no peculiar
fource, it muft be,that that,whichmakes part of the Lake falr,
is the bottom orthe Earth under the water, being in that place
full of fale: which is confirmed by Experienceymuch Salt being
made of it every day, of which that City drives a great trade
With remote parts,even the Philippines themfelves,whither it is
tranfported in confiderable quantities, That part of the Lake
which is fweet,is ftill and quiet;the falt partisagitated and mo-
ved accordingas the winds blow. The fiweet water is very good
and wholefom, breeding plenty of little fithes. That which is
mov’d, is bitter-fale, breeding no fifh atall. The fweet water
is higher than the other, and falls iuto it. The water of the Salt
partis feven leagues long, and as many leagues broad, and hath
above 22 leagues in compafs. That of the Sweet water is near
as big; and thewhole Lake contains about 50 leagues in com-
pafs. Formerly there were near 80 Towns feated round about
this Lake, fome of which contain’d gooo Families, and fome
above 10000, At the prefent there may be a matter of thirty
Burroughs and Villages, of which the greateft holds not above
500 Houfes ; all the reft having been ruined by the revolutions

in that Country.

2. Some years fince, M. Perranit related to the R. Academy
of Paris, that travelling through Solsgme, he had been inforimed
by fome Phyficiansaud Chirurgions of that Country , that the
Rey was there fometimes {o corrupted, that thofe who did eat
of the bread which had much of this corrupted grain init,were
feifed on by a Gangrene, fome inone part,fome in another,fome
lofing a finger,others ahand,others a nofe,&c. and that this Gan-
grene was not preceded by any fever, nor inflammation, nor

confide-



